
Assessment Task   

 
 
Role-play and preparing a poster 

 
Read the myth below, which explains how the seasons change from winter to summer and vice 
versa. 
 

Ceres and Persephone 
 
Ceres was the goddess of the Earth. She was responsible for the harvests and the goodness of 
the Earth. She had a beautiful daughter called Persephone (per-sef-o-nee). Ceres loved her child 
very much and clothed the earth in beauty to show her delight. The god of the underworld (Hell) 
was called Pluto. He saw Persephone playing and singing in her mother’s garden and wanted her 
to be his wife. He spoke to her and led her away to his kingdom, where he kept her from returning 
to her mother. 
 
Ceres was miserable. She went to the chief of all the gods, Jupiter, and related her story to him. 
She begged him to help her get Persephone back. 
 
Jupiter wanted to help, but said that if Persephone had consumed anything in the underworld, she 
could not return. Luckily, she had eaten very little. All she had eaten were six seeds of the fruit of 
the pomegranate tree. These seeds are small and pink, but sweet and juicy. 
 
Ceres cried and cried and the earth bore witness to her unhappiness. Nothing grew. Plants 
withered, leaves dropped from the trees, the ground grew hard and the wind howled. All was cold 
and barren. Jupiter felt sorry for Ceres and decided to make a deal with Pluto. 
 
Persephone could return to her mother for six months, but had to return to the underworld with 
Pluto for the other six months. 
 
Every year, when the time comes for Persephone to return home, Ceres puts blossoms on trees 
and flowers in the fields, and nature is warm, green and fertile. But when the time draws near for 
Persephone to return to Pluto, winter descends on the Earth again.  

 
 

1. Arrange yourselves into groups of 4. 
2. Identify the main characters of the story – cast the four group members accordingly. 

…………………..          ……………………        …………………           ……………….. 
3. As a group, summarise the story orally to ensure you have the main idea of the story. 
     
4.  Decide, on the basis of your strengths, who will:   Write the script  …………………… 
                                                                                    Design a poster as the setting ……………. 
                                                                                    Provide appropriate music and props  …. 
                                                                                    Arrange costumes   ….. 
 
5. Your group will have 1 hour to prepare.   

 
  

      6.   Present your play to the class. 
 
 

Criteria for script 
1. Dialogue format. 
2. Present tense. 
3. All characters must have a ‘speaking part’. 
4. Duration not more than 5 minutes. 

 
 



 
 

Criteria for props and music 
1. Music must suit the theme of your play 

(you may use your cell phone). 
2. Use props which are readily available. 

(You are responsible for collection and return.) 
3. You must ensure all characters have a copy of  

the script. 

 
 
 

Criteria for poster 
1. The poster will depict the setting. 
2. Use A3 paper or larger newsprint. 
3. Good use of colour, space and size. 

   
                                                                       

Criteria for wardrobe 
1. You may not buy new items. 
2. Use school items as well as black bags, etc. 
3. Make use of hats, wigs. 
4. Make-up is not allowed. 

 
You will be assessed on the planning process as well as the presentation of the play. Your teacher 
will use the following rubric to assess your play. 
 
Rubric for role-play   
 

 0 – 4 
Not 
achieved 

5 – 6 
Partly 
achieved 

7 
Achieved 

8 – 9 
Above average 
achievement 

10 
Outstanding 

Comprehension  
of content 

     

Characterisation      

Movement      

Projection      
Stage energy      

Total     [50] 

 
 


